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Dear Parents and Caregivers 

A very warm welcome to our new families who have joined us over the past two weeks. 
We all trust that you enjoy a very positive relationship with the school. 

It was an absolute privilege this week to be on the selection panel for our 2018 Prefects. 
Our young people all gave amazing presentations that demonstrated their enthusiasm and 
commitment to Whenuapai School. The selection panel certainly didn’t find making the 
final decision easy.  Congratulations to: Cameron Collins, Cody Lunny, Rebecca Meyer, 
Elena O’Keeffe and Ariaa Hartwell. They will together make an amazing leadership team 
and I am looking forward to working with them. 

All classes have begun the year extremely settled. The children are all engaged in their class 
programmes and there is certainly a sense of excitement when our children speak about 
their learning. 

It was lovely to see so many families at the Family Fun Evening last Thursday. The sun came 
out just in time for everyone to enjoy a fun filled evening. Thank you to the PTA for 
facilitating such a wonderful event. 

I have included an article by renowned clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller which may be 
of interest to you. 

Unfortunately the warm weather has brought with it a range of bugs which has affected 
both staff and children. Our sickbay has certainly been keeping Sera and Jo very busy. It 
was a great relief to know we didn’t have a case of mumps in the school. 

Yesterday we forwarded to the Ministry of Education our planning and reporting 
information for 2018. A copy of the charter is available in the School office for viewing at 
any time. 

Please remember our doors are always open. 

Kind regards,  

Raewyn Matthys-Morris 
Principal 

ASSEMBLY DATES 

Friday 2nd March  
9.15am –Year 2/3 

Monday 5th March   
9.10am – Year 4-8 

Friday 9th March  
9.15am – Year 0/1 

Friday 16th March 
9.15am –Year 2/3 

Monday 19th March 
9.10am – Year 4-8 

Friday 23rd March 
9.15am –Year 0/1 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 7th March 
Blue Mushroom Books 
Visit – Years 5-8 

Thursday 8th March 
Junior and Senior Disco 

Friday 9th March 
Year 5-8 Swimming Sports 

Monday 12th March 
School Photos 

Tuesday 13th March 
Year 5-6 T-Ball 
Year 7/8 Softball 

Mon 19th – Tues 20th Mar  
Year 5-6 Water Safety  

Monday 26th March 2018 
BOT Meeting – 5.30pm 

Fri 30th Mar - Tues 3rd Apr 
Easter –No School 

Sunday 8th April 
Shore to Shore 

Mon 9th – Fri 13th April 
Year 7-8 Camp 

Friday 13th April 
PTA lunch & ice block day 

TERM DATES 
Friday 13th April 
Last day of Term 1 

Monday 30th April  
First day Term 2 

 

We are now setup for online payments!! 

Payments for school activities and PTA events can 
be made quickly and easily via our online school 
shop at mykindo.co.nz 

It is easy to set up an account and provides a simple 
and great way for parents and caregivers to keep a 
track of all payments. 

If you have any problems or questions please 
contact one of the office staff. 

 

 

 

WHENUAPAI SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 2 
 
14 Airport Road, Whenuapai     Phone: 09 416 8779     Email: office@whenuapai.school.nz 

 

A WORD FROM OUR PRINCIPAL… 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have recently received  
Merit Certificates: 

Year 7/8 – Sal-Victor Walter, Bella Woodward, Jacob Atkinson, Travis Roberts 
Year 5/6 -Cinamyn De Souza, Andre’ Bassant, Lucie Paterson, Latrell Tucker, Aston Coyle 

Year 4 - Casey Khiev, Bailey Ewart, Dylan Marra and Max Mitchell 
Year 0/1 – Zoe Brazendale, Eric Li, Noah Young, Abby Looser, Jacob Jones, Willow 

Shearer, Divij Mahna and Myra Bhadang. 

http://mykindo.co.nz/
mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz


 

  

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

We would like to remind 
parents and caregivers about 

the spread of viruses in school. 

If your child is unwell please 
keep them home. 

Information on a number of 
conditions or illnesses can be 
found on the website below. 
Please see a doctor if you are 

concerned. 
http://www.health.govt.nz/you

r-health/conditions-and-
treatments/diseases-and-

illnesses 

WHENUAPAI SCHOOL WORKING BEE (STAGE 1)  

SAVE THE DATE 

When: THIS SUNDAY - 4th March 

Time: 9.30am start 

We are a group of motivated mums, keen to get the school looking fresh, bright and 
happy for our children and teachers.  The local community has been amazing and 
donated lots of resources for our two planned working bees.  

Working Bee 1 will consist of painting the front wall of the school including signs, 
planting out various gardens across the school and spreading mulch, moving vege 
boxes and a general garden tidy up.  As an enticement to parents, a sausage sizzle 
and drinks will be supplied on the day. Feel free to bring the kids (& their bikes) 
along as we view this as a family/community event! 

Before Working Bee 2 commences, local company Mountfield Construction are 
supplying a digger to pull up the front garden of the school for replanting, and 
removing the existing stage and storage shed in preparation for a brand new stage.   

In light of this stage rebuild, we need someone with building knowledge that can 
help guide us through the stage rebuild (we would work alongside you and provide 
materials).  Note: no building consent is required, just a straight rebuild. 

If you are keen to help us replant the school towards a beautiful environment, 
please email Kerry or Peta with interest.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 

kerrywhite76@hotmail.com   or   petajflorence@gmail.com  
 

      

SPORT 
On Thursday 22nd February Whenuapai School had two teams participate and compete in the Norwest Tag competition 
held at Moire Park Massey and run by Auckland Rugby League. There was a girls team and a boys team that represented 
the school and both teams can be extremely proud of their performances throughout the day. The day started out fine 
but there was a few showers, but this didn’t dampen the spirits of the competitors which included a large number of 
intermediate age students from all over West Auckland.  

Whenuapai girls had a squad of 9 players and they did extremely well with one sub and with an extensive amount of girls 
that hadn’t played before. They showed flair and determination to finally finish 4th overall losing in a close 3rd and 4th 
playoff.  

The boys team started the day positively with a number of wins then reached the semifinal and were down by 1 against 
West Harbour School before a line break saw Casey Good break through and score a try in the 2 point box to achieve a 
win in what was a very close contest. The final for the boys was played in ideal conditions and at half time only a small 
margin separated the two teams Colwill and Whenuapai. However, Whenuapai closed out the game in the second half 
with some impressive individual and team plays. At the completion of the game it was triumph and elation for the 
Whenuapai team as they had achieved a long awaited title at Norwest competition.  

The school would like to congratulate all the players on their achievement and to all the supporters and parents that 
contributed to the day and assisted with supervision and transport. Both teams lived by the school sports Motto: 
“Accomplish what you foresee as Unattainable – Back yourself and Back each other”. They will now progress to the 
champions of champions event which is held on the 10th April 2018 which takes all the top qualifiers from all the other 
zones. Best Wishes to the team from the Whenuapai School Community. 

                

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

We would like to advise that at 
Monday night’s BOT meeting, 

Kylie Haskins was elected to the 
position of Board Chair. 

The next Board of Trustees 
meeting will be held on  

26 March 2018. 

http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses
http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses
http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses
http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses
mailto:kerrywhite76@hotmail.com
mailto:petajflorence@gmail.com


 

Year 0-4 Athletics Fun Day  
On Friday 24 November we will be holding our Years 0-4 Athletics Fun Day. This will be starting at 9.15am and running 
through until 12.40pm.  

All parents and family are welcome to come and watch the children participate in a range of athletic based events.  

At approximately 12.20 there will be sprint finals for the Year 3 and 4 students. We hope you can come and join us for 
what will be an enjoyable day.  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KEY CONTACTS ONLINE PAYMENTS 
Principal – Raewyn Matthys-Morris rmatthys-morris@whenuapai.school.nz Payments can be made via our online school 

shop at mykindo.co.nz 

Any queries please contact Mr Tony Hitchcock 
via email at: thitchcock@whenuapai.school.nz 

For any Direct Debit payments: 

Bank Account details: 12 3085 0494188 00 
Reference: Students Name 
Details: The activity the payment is for 

If you pay online for more than one activity or 
pay for more than one student and various 
activities, please email Tony detailing what 
payments are for.  

Deputy Principal – Carla Veldman cveldman@whenuapai.school.nz 

SENCO - Sharron Buer sharronb@whenuapai.school.nz 
HOD – Sport gregb@whenuapai.school.nz 

Board of Trustees wsbot@whenuapai.school.nz 

PTA pta.whenuapai@gmail.com 

SKIDS After School Care whenuapai@skids.co.nz 

Team Leaders   

Year 0-1 – Carli Michelsen carlim@whenuapai.school.nz 

Year 2-3 – Carla Veldman cveldman@whenuapai.school.nz 

Year 4 – Chris Groen chrisg@whenuapai.school.nz 

Year 5-6 – Maureen Mason maureenm@whenuapai.school.nz   

Year 7-8 – Karl Ganda karlg@whenuapai.school.nz  

For our Policies and Procedures please visit SchoolDocs at:  www.schooldocs.co.nz/ User- whenuapai   Password- airport 
Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is the copyright of SchoolDocs Ltd.  

It may not be reproduced without written permission from SchoolDocs Ltd. 

 

PTA NEWS 

Family Fun Evening - What an absolute fantastic evening with the community atmosphere being wonderful.  Any feedback 
we would love to hear please email it through to us at pta.whenuapai@gmail.com 

Junior and Senior Disco - Thursday 8th March - Entry fee is $5.00 which you have the option to prepay via kindo.  
Drinks, snacks and glow products will be available for purchase through the shop which is cash only.  Pizza for the senior 
disco is a pre-paid order which closes on the 7th March.   

Payments can be made via our online school shop at mykindo.co.nz 
If you're NEW to Kindo/ezlunch, create an account here http://bit.ly/2nvHSQe 

  *Junior Disco - Year 0 to Year 4 is from 5.00 to 6.30pm.   *Senior Disco - Year 5 to Year 8 is from 7.00 to 8.30pm. 

Please make sure that all children (junior & senior) are collected from the school hall. Due the size of our school hall size 
and health & safety, we would request that any siblings who are not currently a student please do not attend. 

Easter Raffle – Unfortunately we are unable to carry on with this fundraiser as no one is able to run the event. Will look 
at an alternative date later on in the year. 

Ice Block and Lunch Day – 13th April 

Entertainment Books - are ready to order or download onto your phone.  Use the following path for your order 
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/952m82  

PTA Secretary - The PTA are currently looking for a person to fill the Secretary position. We have some really exciting 
fundraisers planned this year! If you have any questions please let us know via email pta.whenuapai@gmail.com or feel 
free to come and have a chat to any of our current PTA committee members when you see them around - Carey Jones 
and Paula Pusich. We would be appreciative of anybody who is willing to give this a go. 

Help Please - We need more helpers. If you are able to help out in any way, no matter how big or small, please join our 
Facebook helpers page. Once on Facebook type in the search option "Whenuapai School PTA Helpers" and request to join 
the group. The PTA use this page to ask for help for any fundraising events that we have. 
 

MUSIC – HAVE-A-GO SESSION 

Do your children want to have music lessons at school? Come along to our Have-A-Go session 8-9am or 3-3.45-pm on 
Tuesday the 6th of March. 

Gloria Arboleda, an experienced MusiqHub tutor and musician, teaches at Whenuapai School on Thursdays during school 
hours. This term she has lessons available for keyboard, clarinet, saxophone, flute and recorder students, and the older 
students play in a concert band. Prices range from $20.20/week per student for small group lessons. Instruments (other 
than keyboard) can be hired through MusiqHub. 

Register your interest on musiqhub.co.nz or send an email to admin@musiqhub.co.nz for more details. 
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NOTICES: 

         

 

      

 

 

 


